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Case discussion (in GP training)

• Supervisor initiated
• Formative assessment

• Learner initiated
• Commonest teaching and learning 

method
• Driven by nature and urgency of the 

clinical situation
• Bridges clinical and educational 

supervision



PQRST model

P – What is the patient’s problem?
Q – What is the learner’s question?
R – How well does the learner reason?
S – What is the solution?
T – What can be taught?



Evaluation – selected findings
• 31% of participants did not use a framework for ad hoc discussion
• Positives 

• “It gives us both a system to go to - we know how we are going 
to interact.” 

• “…helps them to really formulate what they are asking.”
• Negatives

• “Sometimes it doesn't always flow so it is important to have 
flexibility with the approach.”



PQRST model
• Simple framework for learner-initiated case discussion
• Overt focus on the learner’s specific question
• Assessment and teaching on clinical reasoning 
• Explicitly prioritises patient and learner safety
• Adaptable to suit learners at all levels of training and/or competence



Our next webinars: 

https://www1.racgp.org.au/getattac
hment/de0cc45b-4172-4140-9652-
e0036de3d89f/PQRST.aspx
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