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Ben
• 55 year old man
• “I have a cough”
• Five weeks 
• Non-productive
• Some mild SOB, no chest pain
• Past asthma – ‘not since a kid’
• Non-smoker
• Worried about ‘cancer’





Clinical reasoning

 ‘…making sense of chaos…’



How doctors think…



Type 1 thinking

  What is 6 x 7?



Spot diagnosis



Pattern recognition



Type 2 thinking

 What is 17 x 26?



Type 2 thinking

What is 137 x 919?
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Cognitive biases



Zoe, 28 yo woman

• ‘I think I have a UTI’
• Dysuria and pelvic pain
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How can I support my learner to develop their  
clinical reasoning skills?



Read. Read. Read.



See patients. 
See patients. 
See patients.



Discuss cases. 
Discuss cases. 
Discuss cases. 





PROMPT

• Probability Diagnosis
• Red Flags 
• Often missed
• Masquerades
• Patient Telling me?
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Diagnostic pause



Gut feelings



Think aloud



Resources



GPSA guide



Webinar



Clinical reasoning 
how to…



https://gpsa.org.au/our-resources/clinical-reasoning-the-online-game/

https://gpsa.org.au/our-resources/clinical-reasoning-the-online-game/




Questions and discussion
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